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John 15:1-17
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so
that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I
have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless
you remain in me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in
me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my

Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If
you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love
each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from
my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This
is my command: Love each other.”
John 15:4 (The Message)
“Live in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you. In the same way that a
branch can't bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the vine, you
can't bear fruit unless you are joined with me.”
You have both the ability and the responsibility to live in God.
Prayer is hard.
“Prayer is easy only for beginners and for those who are already saints. During
all the long years in between, it is difficult. Why? Because prayer has the same
inner dynamics as love, and love is sweet only in its initial stage, when we first
fall in love, and again in its final, mature stage. In between, love is hard work,
dogged fidelity, and needs willful commitment beyond what is normally
provided by our emotions and imagination.”
- Ronald Rolheiser, Prayer

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.”
- Jesus in John 15:9
“Perhaps more so than even the monk or the minister of the Gospel, she is
forced, almost against her will, to mature. For years, while she is raising small
children, her time is not her own, her own needs have to be put into second
place, and every time she turns around some hand is reaching out demanding
something. Years of this will mature most anyone.”
- Ronald Rolheiser, Prayer
“Lord of all pots and pans and things…
Make me a saint by getting the meals
And washing up the plates!”
- Brother Lawrence
“If you want a boring prayer life, spend it trying to be good in prayer rather
than being honest.”
- Where Prayer Becomes Real
Luke 18:10-14
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I
am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax
collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ But the tax collector
stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast
and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ I tell you that this man, rather
than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.”

Hebrews 10:19-22
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most
Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us
through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over
the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the
full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from
a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.
Matthew 6:5-8
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go
into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you
pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard
because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows
what you need before you ask him.”
“Prayer is not a place to be good, it is a place to be honest.
Prayer is not a place to preform, it is a place to be present.
Prayer is not a place to be right, it is a place to be known.
Prayer is not a place to prove your worth, it is a place to receive worth and
offer yourself in truth.”
- Where Prayer Becomes Real

